1909]                             Billow's "Fury"

in with all Billow's wishes. It's all most extraordinary but
true. What can you expect ! Characters change with the
years and our Sovereign has done a volte-face latterly. For
the moment he has gone on a cruise and the new Chancellor
is on leave.

And now here's Clemenceau defeated when this was least
expected ! What's going to happen ?

Kleinitz, 2,jth July, 1909.

I have a letter saying that only a few hours before joining
his train at Kiel to go to Berlin to make his appointments
the Emperor again had Wedel sent for to implore him to
accept the post of Chancellor, and this was the third time
within a week the Emperor had renewed his request. Wedel
held firm and refused very politely but very categorically,
-which rather surprises me considering he is such a courtier,
but this pleases me all the more and is proof that he knows
what he wants. There aren't many like him in Prussia.

Kleinitz, 4th August, 1909.

Someone who accompanied Billow when he left Berlin
told me he departed from the Chancellery with fury in his
heart, feeling all the Emperor's tenderness was only to con-
ceal the joy which he felt at his going. At Berlin nobody
believes Bethmann will remain long at his new post as this
wasn't the Emperor's choice, but that the Sovereign will
continue on the look-out for a chancellor. It is possible
however Bethmann will bring unexpected talents to his new
task and remain longer than people expect.

Kleinitz, iSih-z^th August, 1909.

At the moment I am having a visit from Frau von Liebenau
whose husband was formerly Court Chamberlain to the
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